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1.90 HAT is Smuggling ? It is the importing, 

felling or buying of run Goods : that is, 
thoſe which have not paid the Duty appointed by- 
Law to be paid to the King. 

1. Imperiing run Goods, All Smuggling Vefſel do 
this with an high hand. It is the chief, if not 
the whole Buſineſs of theſe, to bring Goods which 
have not paid Duty. : 

2, Next to theſe are all Sea-Captains, Ofacers, 
Sailors, or Paſſengers, who import any thing with- 
out paying ihe Duty which the Law requires. | 

3. A third Sort of Smugglers are all thoſe, who 
fell any thing which has not paid the Duty, 

4. A fourth Sort, thoſe who buy Tea, Liquors, . 
Linen, Handkerchiefs, orany thing elſe which has 
not paid the Duty, | 

II. But why ſhould they not? What Harm is 
there in it?“ 

1. I anſwer, Open Smuggling (ſuch-as was common 
a tew years ago, on the Southern Coaſts eſpecially) 
is robbing on the Highway: And as much harm 
as there 1s in this, juſt ſo much there is in Smug- 
gling. A Smuggler of this kind is no honeſter than 
an.Highwayman, They may ſhake hands together, 

2. Private Smuggling is juſt the ſame with pick- 
ing of Pockets, There is full as much harmin this 
as in that, A Smuggler of this kind is no honeſter 
than a Pickpocket. Theſe may ſhake hands together, 

g. But open Smugglers are worſe than common 
Highwaymen, and private Smugglers are worſe than 
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common Pickpockets. For it is undoubtedly worſe 
to rob our Father, than one we have no Obligation 
to, And it is worle ſtill, far worſe, to rob a Good 
Father, one who ſincerely loves us, and is at that | 


very Time doing all he can, to provide for us, and | 
L to make us happy. Now this is exactly the preſent — 

Caſe. King George is the Father of all his Sub— | 

jects: and not only ſo, but he is a Good Father, 


He ſhews his Love to them on all occaſions : And 
is continually doing all that is in his Power, to 
make his Subjects happy. 

4. An honeſt man therefore would be aſhamed 
to alk, Where is the Harm in robbing ſuch a Fa- 
ther ? His own Reaſon, if he had any at all, would. 
give him a ſpeedy Anſwer. But you are a Chril- | 
tian: Are you not? You ſay, you believe the | 
Bible. Then I ſay to you, in the Name of God, | 
and in the name of Chrilt, Thou Hurt not ſteal. 7 


Thou ſhalt not take what is net thine own, what 
is the Right of another Man, But the Duties ap- 
pointed by Law are the King's Right, as much as | 
your Coat is your right. He has as good a right 
ta them, as you have to this: Theſe are his Pro- 
perty, as much as this is yours. Therefore you 
are as much a Thief if you take his Duties, as a 
man is that takes your Coat. 

5, If you believe the Bible, I ſay to you, as our 
Saviour ſaid to them of old time, Render unto Ce- iN; 
far the things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the 9 2 
things that are God's. If then you mind our Savi- 
our's Words, be as careful to honour the King, as | 
to fear God. Be as exact in giving the King, what 
is due to the King, as in giving God what is due 
ta God, Upon no Account whatever. rob ar de— 
fraud him of the leaſt thing which is his lawful 
Property. ö | 

6. If you believe the Bible, I ſay to you, as St. 

Paul ſaid to the antient Chriſtians, Render unto all | 

their dues : In particular, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom is f 

due, Tribute to whom Tribute, Now Cuſtom is by | 

the Laws of England due to the King. Therefore | 

every one in England is bound to pay-it him, So | 
| that 
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that robbing the King herein, is abundantly worſe 
than common Stealing, or common robbing on the- 


Highway. 
| | 7. And ſo it is, on another Account alſo : For it 
| is a general Robbery : It is, in effect, not only rob- 
m bing the King, but robbing every honeſt Man in 
the Nation. For the more the King's Duties are 


diminiſhed, the more the Taxes muſt be increaſed... 
And thele lie upon us all: they are the Burden. 
not of ſome, but of all the People of England.. 
Therefore every Smuggler is a Thief-General, who 
icks the Pockets both of the King, and all his. 
'ellow-ſubjefts, He wrongs them all: and above 
all, the honeſt Traders: Many of whom he de- 
1 prives of their Maintenance: Conſtraining them. 
| either not to ſell their Goods at all, or to ſell them 
| to no Profit, Someof them are tempted hereby, 
* finding they cannot get Bread for their Families, 
| ta turn Thieves too. And then you are accountable. 
for ther Sin as well as your own : You. bring 
| their Blood upon your own Head, Calmly conli- 
der this, and you will never more aſk, What 

Harm there is in Smuggling ?“ 

III. 1. But for all this, cannot Men find Ex-. 
cuſes for it? Yes, abundance ; ſuch as they are.“ I 
would not do this, ſays one; I would ö not ſell un- 
cultomed Goods: but I am under a Necelliity : I 
=. can't live without it.“ I anſwer, May not tho 

I Man who {tops you. on the Highway, lay the very 
| 


ſame ? © I would not take your Purſe ; but I am 
under a Neceſlity : I can't live without. it.“ Sup- 
pole the Cale to be your own ; and will you ex- 
cept of this Excuſe? Would not you tell him, 
& Nay, let the worſt come to the worſt, you. 
had better be honeſt, tho' you ſtarve,” But that 
need not be neither. Others who had no more 
to begin with, yet find a Way to live honeltly, 
1 And certainly {© 1929 you : However ſettle it in 
ö your heart, ©L1vc or die, I will be an honeſt Man.“ 
| 2, „ Nay, ſays another, We do not wrong the, 
| King: For he loſes nothing by us. Yea, on the 
contrary, the King is rather a Gainer, namely by 
the Seizures that are made,” 


"" So 
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So you plunder the King, out of ſtark love and 


Rindneſs; You rob him, to-make him rich ! Itis 
true, you take away his Purſe: But you put an 
heavier in its Place! Are you ſerious ? Do you 
mean what you ſay? Look me inthe Face and tell 


me ſo., You cannot, You know in your own: 


Conſcience, that what comes to the King, out of 
all the Seizures made the Year round, does not 
amount to the tenth, no not the hundredth Part of- 
what he is defrauded of. 

But if he really gained more than he loſt, that 
would not excule you. You are not to commit- 
Robbery, tho” the Perſon robbed were afterwards. 
to gain by it. You are not to do Evil that Good may 
come. If you do, your Damnation is juſt. 

« But certainly, ſay ſome, the King is a Gainer 
by it, or he might eaſily ſuppreſs it.” Will you 
tell him which Way ? By Cultom-houſe Officers? 
But many of them have no deſire to ſuppreſs it. 
They find: their Account in its Continuance : 
They come in for a Share of the Plunder, But 
what if they had a Deſire to ſuppreſs it? They 
have not the Power. Some of them have lately 
made the Experiment: And what was the Con- 
ſequence ? hy. they loſt a great part of their 
Bread, and were in Danger of loſing their Lives. 

Can the King ſuppreſs Smuggling by parties of 
Soldiers? That he cannot do. For all the Soldiers 
he has are not enough, to watch every Port and 
every Creek in Great-Britain. Beſides, the Sol- 
diers that are employed, will do little more than 
the Cuſtom-houſe Officers, For theze are Ways 
and Means of taking off Heir Edge too, and mak- 
ing them as quiet as Lambs, 

«© But many Courticrs and Great Men, who 
know the King's mind, not only connive at 5muge 
ging, but practiſe it.“ And what can we inter 

rom this? Only, that thoſe Great men are (> reat- 
Villains. They are great Highwaymen and Fick- 


1 and their Greatneſs does not excuſe, 


ut makes their Crimes ten fold more inexculable, 
| But 
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wrong. 
Bible is right. Therefore either that Love is a 
mere Deluſion, a Fire of your own kindling ; or 


| he 
'But'befides. Suppoſe the King were willing 


to be cheated, how would this excuſe your cheats 


ing his Subjects. All your Fellow-Subjetts, every 
honeſt Man,-and in particular, every honeſt Tra- 
der ? How would it excuſe, your making it im- 
poſſible for him to live, unleſs he will turn Knave 


as well as yourſelf? 


g. Well, but I am not convinced it is a ſin: 
My Conſcience does not condemn me for it.“ 
No! Are you not convinced, that Robbery is a 
Sin? Then I am ſorry for you. And does not 
your Conſcience condemn you for Stealing? Then 
your Conſcience is aſleep, I pray Gop to ſmite 
you to the Heart, and awaken it this Day ! 

4. Nay, but my Soul is quite 1 in the 
Love of Gop : therefore I cannot think it is 
I anſwer, Wrong it muſt be, if the 


Gop may have hitherto winked at the Times of 
Ignorance, But now you have the Means of 
knowing better. Now light is offered to you. 
And if you ſhut your Eyes againſt the Light, the 
Love of Gop cannot poſhbly-continue, 

5. But I only buy a little Brandy or Tea now 
and then, juſt for my own Uſe.“ That is, I only 
fieal alittle, Gop lays, Steal not at all. | 

6. „ Nay, I do not buy any at all myſelf; 1 
only ſend my Child or Servant for it.” You re- 
ceive it of them: Do you not ? And the Recei- 
ver is as bad as the Thief, 

7. Why I would not meddle with it, but I 
am forced, by my Parent, Huſband, or Maſter.” 


If you are forced by your Father or Mother to rob, 


ou will be hanged nevertheleſs, This may leſſen, 
Gut does not take away the Fault: for you ought 
to ſuffer rather than ſin. | 

- 8, But I do not know, that it was run.“ No! 
Did not he that ſold it, tell you it was P If he fold 


it under the common Price, he did, The naming 


the Price, was telling you, “ This is run,” 
9. But 
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„* But 1 don't know where: to get Tea which 
is not run.” 1 will tell you where to get it. You 
may have it from thoſe whoſe Tea is duly enter- 
ed, and who make a Conſcience of it, But were 
It otherwiſe, if I could get no Wine, but What 1 
knew to be ſtolen, I would drink Water: Yea, 
tho” not only my Health, but my Life depended 
upon it: For it is better to die, than to live by 
Thieving. 

10. But if 1 could get what has paid Duty 
J am not able to pay the Price'of it. And I can't 
live without it.” I anſwer, 1. You can hive with- 
out it, as well as your Grandmother-did. But 2, If 
you could not live without it, you ought to die, 
1 than ſteal. For Death is alets Evil than fin. 

«© But my Huſband will buy it, whether 1 
Pq or no. And I muſt uſe what he provides, or 
have none,” Undoubtedly to have none is a leſs 
Evil, than to be Partaker with a Thief. 

IV. Upon the Whole then, Lexhort all of you 
that fear Gop, and deſire to ſave your fouls, with- 
out regarding what others do, reſolve at all Ha- 
zards, to Keep yourlelves pure. Let your Eye be 
fixed on the Word of Gop, not the. Examples of 
Men. Our Lonp lays to every one of you, Mat 
i that to thee ? Follow thou me Let no Conveni- 
ence, no Gain, no Pleaſure, no Friend, draw you 
from following Him. In ſpite of all the Perſua- 
fions, all the Reaſonings of Men keep to the word 
of Gop, If all on the Right-hand and the Left 
will be Knaves, be you an honeſt Man, Probably 
Go will repay you (He certainly Will, if this be 
beſt for you) even with Temporal bleſſings: There 
have not been wanting, remarkable Inſtances of 
This. But if not, He will repay you with what is 
far better: With the teſtimony of a good conſcience 
toward God ; with Joy in the Holy,Ghoſt ; with an 


Hepe full of Immortality; with the Love of G 


hed abroad in your Hearts, And the Peace of God, 
which - paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall wed gour 
Hearts and Minds in Carist Jesus! 
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